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Family of St. Augustine Parish:-

This Directory was compiled through the decision
of your Pastor and Parish Council ,with the unselfish work
of the women of St. Monica Society. It was meant to be
like a family album which would provide a means for
identifying each other, and fashioning a bridge between
the generations. This book was to illustrate the older
members of the Parish to whom we owe so much for handing
down the traditions of Faith and the building we so admire;
the middle generation which is now being asked to take
up the many tasks that continue to make this a living,
active parish for the purpose of deepening the Faith; the
children to whom this Faith and parish will be entrusted
to insure the growth and strength of the Faith in the
future.

Those who make up the parish can never reach a
point in time when they can just sit back and admire the
accomplishments of the past or present. Yes, it is easy to
overlook the productive activity of Catholic life which

is an on going thing.Or to be unaware of the great number
Fr. John Spatt C.PP.S. of people who are actively involved in parish work. But
however much is being done and however many are in-
volved, it is less than it could or should be. We have barely tapped the talent and energy present in this
parish for good organized action. If we in our time are to keep faith with our forebears, ourselves, our
posterity, our Church and our God, it seems that we should begin now to more fully use this talent and
energy present in the total membership which is St. Augustine Parish.

We sincerely thank all who have made this book possible. The function of the parish has always
been to serve as a center initiating and developing interpersonal relations and activities which the world
so badly needs for personal and public peace, for the furthering of human dignity, and for the gratifying
sense of being an accepted and needed member of a family.This book should help you to identify and be
identified with the members of the larger family which is this Parish.

We regret and apologize for any oversights, incompleteness, or errors. We were not wise enough
or skilled enough to correct or avoid them. Perhaps, this only points out more clearly the need for more

participation by all the members.

We hope you like your book.We trust that you will use it to help as we begin a newcycle of life
in this parish which has as its goal to involve in ever increasing intensity every member of the Parish.

Yours in Christ,
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Rev. John Spatt,C.PP.S.,Pastor
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Fr. James Miller, C.PP.S.

To the Community of Minster:

YOU are the most important person in this
book .The porject was undertaken FOR you, WITH
you and BY you.The book is designed as a means
of my better knowing YOU. It is so arranged by
all interested persons that they could know each
other better in this community and be known by
others.

For most persons, to be called by one's
rightful name is a sign of friendship and value.
Use this book often so that others may value your
friendship == and you share in theirs!

Be mindful always that God makes Himself
known to men through men. |t is a strange paradox:
the better we know and serve God, the better we
can know and serve each other; but also, the
better we know and serve each other, the better
can we know and serve Him Who made us!
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Fr. Jim Miller, C.PP.S.
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CHRONOLOGICAL HIGHLIGHTS

1832-Stallostown founded. First Mass celebrated in log house on Northwest corner of Fifth and Main
Streets.

1835~ First church built of logs in North Park.

1836~ Minister Mission Called St. Augustine.

1844~ French missionary Father Louis Navarron arrives.

1845- Fathers of the Society of the Precious Blood take charge. Fathers Francis deSales Brunner and John
of the Cross Wittmer stationed at Minister.

1849~ Minister called a "dying village" as 247 parishioners are victims of cholera.

1849- November 11,1849, large brick church on presentsite dedicatedby Rev.Gavinzel as representative
of Bishop Purcell.

1852-Qur Lady of Visitation convent dedicated and Father Andrew Kunklerbegins his 33year pastorate .

1856~ Bishop Purcell visits St. Augustine's and avenue of trees on South Hanover Street is planted in his
honor.

1867-St. Theresa School for Girls built.

1874-Twin towers erected, stained glass windows and new Stations of the Cross emplaced.

1901-Second renovation of church completed under Father Aloys Malin. Main entrance changed to west
side.

1911-New convent built during administration of Father Eugene Grimn.

1922~ Father Sixtus Meyer supervises emplacement of front step approach.

1927~ Interior of church redecorated.

1931-Bishop Albers consecrates St. Augustine's. St. Theresa's school building demolished.

1932-Centennial celebrated.

1948- Front approach landscaped, stone steps and terraces built, Father Otto Mueller, Pastor.

1951=-Twin tower superstructure renewed.

1963-Third renovation and reconstruction completed under direction of Father William Meyer.

1969- Main altar placed in sanctuary forefront. Celebrant at Mass faces people in accordance with in-
structions of Vatican Il Council.

1971-New rectory completed, Father John Spatt, Pastor.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF ST. AUGUSTINE PARISH-

"Like watchmen so silent - Do the twin towers stand
Through quiet and turmoil - O'er St. Augustine land
May they ever rise tall - Before time's ebbing sand
Their crosses the pathway - Unto His loving hand"

The pioneer town of Stallostown was founded in 1832 by a group of German immigrants under the
leadership of F. J. Stallo. Many of these settlers came from the provinces known as Oldenburgisches
Munsterland. These people brought with them an intense Roman Catholic faith that had been rooted by
Charlemagne when he founded the Abbey Visbek,among the Saxons,in the year 800 A. D. This faith had
been strong enough to withstand, in a hostile environment, the early schisms, the trials of the Reformation
and the Thirty Years War.

So it was with joy that the first Mass was celebrated in Stallostown on Christmas day in 1832 by
Rev. Prof. M. Horstmann, the untiring priest, physician and teacher from Osnabruck who served on foot
as a missionary to the Catholic people of northwest Ohio during this early period.

In the year 1835 the first church was built in the North Park .1t was 40 feet wide, 60 feet long and
16 logs high. A building of such size in the wilderness could have in probability been referred to as a
Munster or important church by the platt-deutsch speaking inhabitants.Perhaps, because of this, or more
likely the fact that the immigrants had formerly been subject to the Bishop of Munster politically and
ecclesiastically, the name of the village was changed in 1836 from Stallostown to Minster, with the
ensuring designation of the mission as St. Augustine.

Prof. Horstman and succeeding traveling priests continued to care for the congregation until 1844
when the renowned French missionary, Father Louis Navarron took charge. The coming of the Miami &
Erie Canal, the cutting of the oak forests and the arrival of Irish laborersand Prussian coopershad caused
a rapid population growth to take place in the regionand accordingly the Catholic Telegraph of June 1st,
1844 listed St.Augustine's as having 261 families or 1288 souls.Soon Father Navarron appealed to Bishop
Purcell for German-speaking priests to take over in the area and after some difficulties were overcome in
1845, Father Francis deSales Brunner,the Provincial of the Society of the Precious Blood and Father John
of the Cross Wittmer came to Minster, Father Brunner was actually in charge of affairs for several months
in 1846 but was primarily engaged in spreading the good work of the Society and in building the Convent
of Mary Help of Christians at Maria Stein. Thus fora brief period St. Augustine's servedas a "mother"
church for the Society of the Precious Blood and accordingly the congregation came under the loving and
dedicated guidance of this Society.

A new brick church was begun under the administration of
Father Wittmer in 1848 and despite a cholera epidemic that turned
Minster into a "dying village" and took 247 lives during the following
summer, work progressed satisfactory and on November 11, 1849
Father Gavinzel as representative of Bishop Purcell dedicated the
structure. Father Maximilian Homburger with daring abandon at-
tended the sick and dying during the cholera scourge but emerged
untoched by the dreaded disease.

In 1851 the erection of a convent began but work progressed
slowly.Several sisterscame in the springof 1852 but it was not until
autumn that the sisters took permanent possession of their convent |
dedicated to Our Lady of the Visitation and began the perpetual
adoration of the Precious Blood of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament of
the Altar.Since that memorable day mere words cannot fathom nor ex~
press the magnitude of the prayersand sacrifices that the sisters have
cheerfully offered to the Precious Blood for the good of the people
of St. Augustine's.

Original Brick Church-1848
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MINSTER, OHIO

Father Andrew Kunkler, a capable and pious man, began his long administration of the parish in
1852. A new rectory was soon constructed, and the first Mission was conducted. St. Theresa's school for
grils was erected in 1867 and in 1874 the church was enlarged. The length of the building was increased
by 20 feet and the steeple razed. Inspiring twin towers were built on the west by Anton Goehr.lt was not
until 1901 however that the main entrance to the building was moved to the tower end and the present
sanctuary added.Father Kunkler labored in Minster for 33 years before leaving as a missionary to the state
of Missouri where he died unexpectedly soon after.He was buried in St. Augustine cemetery and a beauti-
ful monument that gracefully dominates the entire graveyard was erected in his honor. Many dedicated
pastors and their assistants have guided the spiritual welfare of the parishioners since the time of Father
Kunkler and all are remembered as exemplary men of God.

St. Augustine's choir was organized in 1917 as a permanent church organization and was soon re-
cognized for its excellence throughout the Diocese.The choircontinues to serve in thishonored tradition.

The church has been renovated several times since the turn of the century. In 1922 the front step
approach was completed and in 1927 the interior was redecorated. A major renewal project was under-
taken by Father William Meyer and completed in 1963. Stately marble altars with a reredos overlay in
mosaic and mosaic Stations of the Cross, all designed by Prof. Paul Schoeffler and patterned after Durer,
guided the theme of the redecoration. Upon completion a strikingly beautiful church interior was ded-
icated to the greater Glory of God. Perhaps we should remember here also that St. Augustine's is a con-
secrated place of worship and that this honor and blessing was bestowed upon the people of the parish on
December 7, 1931 by Bishop Albers through the unceasing efforts of Father Sixtus Meyer.

Father John Spatt the present pastor has served the faithful dilligently since his arrival in 1963, and
is now ably assisted by Father James Miller. A much needed modern rectory has just been completed.

A history must of necessity be more than the telling of administrative events or the story ofbrick and
mortar. |t must be concerned with the sacrifices of the priests, brother, sisters; the dedicated labor of the
teachers, organists, choir members, servers, readers, ushers, sextons and helpers; the guidance of the
counselors; the prayers of the faithful. It must be the story of the people of God. A parish must have
vitality and it must bear fruit.Some measure of this can perhapsbest be seen in the number andexcellence
of the sons and daughters of the parish who following in the footsteps of Bishop Dwenger and Bishop Luers
have given themselves to the service of Jesus Christ. It is in their honor that this history is dedicated.
Praise God, that this the third oldest parish in the whole Archdiocese of Cincinnati was privileged to
bring to and nurture the faith in this area of Ohio.

Louis A. Hoying

kamp(@gmail.



THOSE IN RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS OF OUR PARISH . ..

Sr. Rita Agnes Schoenherr Sr. Mary Dorothy Schmitmeyer
CPRS: Sister of Mercy C.PP.S.

Fr. Gregory Moorman
C.PRS;

;,%.:fsx g s “

Fr. Mark Schmieder Fr. Thomas Albers Fr. Larry J. Wyen
C.PPS. C.PPS.

Fr. Lawrence Eiting Fr. John Wolf
C.PR.S: C.PP.S.
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OUR CHURCH STAFF . . .

| A

Miss Connie Schafer Mr. Luke Knapke
Church Secretary Choir Director and Organist

Miss Emily Drees
Assistant Secretary

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Wuebker
Church Custodians

Miss Jean Stechschulte
Assistant Organist
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Girls Choir
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THESE SERVE AT MASS. ..

Ushers

Men's Choir
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OUR PARISH WORSHIPS . . .
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Cemetery
Chapel

Cemetery Caretakers
Mr. C. J. Clune & Mr, Ed Seger
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ORGANIZATIONS IN

OUR PARISH

i

Ladies Auxillary Of Knights Of St. John

Knights Of Columbus

e ———

i

St. Augustine Orphan Society

A Special Thanks To
Mr. Louis A. Hoying
Mr. Robert Huecker - e
Minster Lumber Co. Catholic Ladies Of Columbia

A
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NOW MAY WE INTRODUCE TO YOU

THE FAMILIES WHO OCCUPY THESE PEWS . ..
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Richard Ahrns Family

_ als
Ronald Albers Family Urban Albers Family Dale Alig Family
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Mr .& Mrs.Leo Aselage Margaret Aselage
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Mrs .Alfreida Baumer

Mr.& Mrs.Vernon Behm Julius Bender Family
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DavidBensman Family
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Thomas Bensman Fami ly
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Paul Bensman Family

" &l
Mr . & Mrs . Joseph Bernard MerlinBernard Family Mrs . Betty Bernhold
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Albin Boeke Family Mr . & Mrs.Bernard Boecker
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Daniel Bohman Family Donald Bohman Family Mr . & Mrs .Edward Bohman
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James Brown Family

ol b
Orville Borgert Family

Russell Bramlage

7\ PN
Mrs .Ruth Brown
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Mr. & Mrs.Henry Bramlage




Arnold Clune Family
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Donald Deters Family Herman Dillman Family John Dircksen Family
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Ronald Dorsten Family

s

Mr.& Mrs.Joseph Enneking,Sr. Joseph Enneking, Jr.,Family

s

Mr.. & Mrs. John Enneking
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Mark Enneking Family William Ernst Family John B.Farno Family

Mr.& Mrs.Albert Fischer John &Henry Fischer

Leander Fortkamp, Jr. ,Family David Fortman Family

et

Jan Frericks Family Mrs.Leona Friemering
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William Frierott Family Mrs.Eileen Fullenkamp & Son Patrick Fullenkamp Family
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Thomas Fullerton Family

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Garmann Harry Gephart Aloys Giere Family

Michael Goubeaux Family
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Romanus Goubeaux Family Mr . & Mrs. Leonard Gudorf Mr . & Mrs.Norbert Gudorf
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DavidHackemoeller Family Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Hackemoeller

Mr.& Mrs.Clem Hausfeld

JeffHeckman

TedHeckman

Elmer Heitkamp Family Mr.& Mrs.Anthony Heinl
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Robert Hoying Family

Mr. & Mrs.William Hoying
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Robert Knapke Family Thomas Knapke Family
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Raymond Knostman Family
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Robert Lehmkuhl Family Mrs .Emma Ley Mr . & Mrs.Urban Liesner
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Mrs.Henry Luedeke Mr.& Mrs.Lawrence Luebke
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William Massing Elton Meiring Family
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Mrs.Anna Melcher Mr.& Mrs.Leo Mescher

Dennis Meyer Family Harold Meyer Family Joseph Meyer Family

Digitized by Andy Niekamp ~ andyniekamp@gmail.com ~ www.andyniekamp.com



Urban Meyer Family Dale Miller Family
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Mr .& Mrs .Edward Mueller
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Mr.& Mrs.Charles Nagel Rose Nagel Richard Niemeyer Family
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JohnH .Oldiges Family

Elmer Otting Family

Kenneth Otting Family
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Mr.& Mrs.Ben Pleiman
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Lester Prenger Family Raymond Prenger Family Robert Prenger Family
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Wilfred Prenger Family

NorbertRipploh Family

JuliusRiethman Family
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Mrs.Charlotte R ursch [ | l ing &
Daughter

Katie A .Schaper

Bernard Schemmel Family John Schemmel Family Eugene Schmiesing Family
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Mr.& Mrs.Leander Schmitmeyer Ray Schneider Family Mrs.Leona Schoen
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Mr . & Mrs.Charles Schroeder Lomena Schwenzer

e
it

_

John Smith Family Mr.& Mrs.Aloys Sommer Alvina Sommer
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Mr . & Mrs. Delbert Stucke

Margie Stueve

Paul Stukenborg Mr.& Mrs.Vernon Stukenborg Edward Swink Family

e
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Leonard, Walter,Alvina & Roger Thieman Family
Elsie Thieman
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Thomas Tompkins Family
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Melvin Vallo Family Mrs.Bertha Vandenbrock
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Norbert Vanderhorst Family
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Mrs.Margaret Wagner Donald Wappelhorst Family Mrs.Olivia Wappelhorst
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Robert Weaver Family Mark Wenning Family
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John Westerheide
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Vernon Westerheide Family Robert Wimmers Family Mrs.Kaye Winglewich & Children
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Mrs .Rosa Winner
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Mrs . Florence Woehrmyer

George Wtss Famnly

Willard Woehrmyer Family Mr.& Mrs.Albert Wolf Mr.& Mrs.Charles Wol f
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Carl Wuebker Family

Mrs . Loretta Wyen Merrill Wyen Family Roger Wyen Family
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- NOTES -
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UNITED CHURCH DIRECTORIES
P.0. BOX 507 - MILLSBORO ROAD
GALION, OHIO 44833
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